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WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY. MAY 20, 2009.

TOPIC:  THE TEN COMMANDMENTS: WORSHIP OF GOD
TEXT:  Exodus 20:4-6

INTRODUCTION: 
The second commandment attempts to prevent us from making any kind of image of God, either out of wood or stone, or even out of our own ideas or concepts! It is a prohibition against trying to define God by any kind of image that would seek to restrict Him to that image or symbol and thus make Him less than He is.

I. SYMBOLS AS TOOLS Ex. 20:4-6; Num. 21:8-9

A. Defining Principles Num. 21:8-9
1. Many symbols have been used throughout Scripture to teach us about God’s character:
    a. Ark of the Covenant with the lid as a mercy seat – taught God’s presence with His 

        people and His willingness to forgive when sprinkled with blood.
    b. Much of the tabernacle contained symbolic things that represented truths about God  

        and His work of salvation.
       (1. Altar of incense – prayers
       (2. Table of show bread – His provisions
       (3. Candlestick – His light in darkness
       (4. The bronze basin – cleansing of the walk of the believer
       (5. The bronze altar – place of sacrifice for sins
2. In the desert when Israel disobeyed God snakes were sent to punish them. God had   

    Moses make a bronze serpent and lift it up so that all who looked upon it would be  

    healed, an act of faith required by looking at it…
    a. From this Israel learned that God was a healer.
    b. From this Israel also learned that God was a God of judgment.
3. The problem begins when we confuse the images that help us understand God with   

    God!

B. Developing Perspectives Ex. 20:4-6
1. God revealed Himself to Israel through many images or symbols in the hopes that they   

    might grasp certain perspectives about Him.e.g. Manna-Bread; Fatherhood of God
2. God’s names in the Old Testament were meant to reveal new perspectives on God, but   

    not for each one to become a different idol to be worshipped.
    a. Jehovah Rapha – God our healer, yet perfect health is not His only goal for our lives.
    b. Jehovah Jireh – God is a provider, yet He does more than just this.
    c. Jehovah Shalom – God is our peace, yet He is also a God of war!
    d. Jehovah Tsidkenu – God our righteousness, yet He also is our judge!
3. We cannot use images or symbols to slant our view of God to a particular area while  

     avoiding other areas of His character…
4. When we have a desperate area of need we must be careful that God doesn’t only    

    become the object of what our need is.
II. SYMBOLS AS TRAPS II Kings 18:3-5; Ex. 20:24-25
A. Dependency Problem II Kings 18:3-5
1. The mistakes we can make when using images or symbols to help us understand God is that we can become dependent on that image and therefore end up worshipping it instead of the true God. This has been the problem with human beings ever since we have attempted to get to know God.

2. Today many people are attracted to a god of love, but will reject the God of judgment on sins because it doesn’t fit their image of the kind of God they wish to serve.
3. Even God’s good qualities can distort our image of Him if they become the image of God we worship.
a. While the brass serpent became a symbol of God’s healing power it later became a cult god that they worshipped.
b. Hezekiah recognized that the symbol had replaced the true God so he had it destroyed! (see 2 Kings 18:4)
c. Israel had become too dependent on the symbol and instead of pointing to God it now pointed them away from God!
4. Because Israel had become too focused on symbols and images they rejected Jesus when He came because Jesus did not match their image of God or the Messiah they had in mind!
a. Their Messiah was defined by what they wanted the Messiah to be, not what the Bible said He would be.
b. There are many people today like this too with God, they don’t mind worshipping a God that allows them to live in sin or do as they please, but they don’t want to accept the God of the Bible that would confront them with their sin.
5. We as Christians can have an unhealthy view of God also, we can view God as the one who will prosper us, keep us healthy, etc; and while God is a healer, and the one who does prosper us we can turn God into an image of these desires and lose the full picture of God thus resulting in an unhealthy relationship with the Lord based on our definition of what we want God to be.

B. Destructive Pollution Ex. 20:24-25
3. Man is too good at creating his own way of trying to save himself, and it always falls short.
a. Today there are people who will travel the world to touch a certain holy relic in the hopes of it giving them some kind of special touch by God.
b. We rely on things instead of on God.
c. All these relics are simply man’s creative dressed stones up to God!
6. Whenever Israel sinned, it always began with idols!
a. These false images and idols would lead their hearts away from the God of all creation and get their hearts on created things instead.
b. The result was always a weakened and perverted faith, and a weakened nation.
7. What about us? Do you worship the God you want to worship or the God of the Bible?
a. How big is your God?
b. Are you stuck on a certain image of God?
c. Does your image of God look a lot like you want it to look versus the way God has presented Himself?
8. We will never know the God of power and might if we create Him in our image.

CONCLUSION: False idols are not only made of wood and stone, they can be formed in our minds too! Whenever God is worshipped as the image in our own minds we are guilty of breaking the 2nd commandment. Your God can be too small when you define Him. Symbols help us understand Him, but we must worship the God that He is and not the one we have made Him to be in our own minds. How big is your God?

