



WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY, JANUARY 6, 2010

TOPIC: AHITOPHEL- THE UNFORTUNATE COUNSELLOR

TEXT: 2 SAMUEL 15: 12, 31; 16:23; 17:1, 14, 23.

Introduction:

I. Who is Ahitophel?

1. He is a native of Giloh in the hill country of Judah – v.12

2. A good friend of David

3. He was like a Prime Minister to King David

4. David’s counselor -2 Sam.16:23

5. He was the father of Eliam  who was the father of Bathsheba, the former wife of Urial -2 Sam.23:11, 34.

6. Ahitophel, a rebel and a betrayal- 2 Sam. 15:12, 31
II. Why did Ahitophel turn his back on king David?

1. Eliam, his son and Uriah, the Hittite were both among King David’s guards -2 Sam.23: 34-39

2. To take revenge on the killing of Uriah, the husband to his grand daughter.

3. To also take revenge on king David for defiling and subsequently taking over Bathsheba, his grand daughter, as wife.

III. The Invitation of Ahitophel by Absalom – 2 Sam. 15:12 

1. He was invited by Absalom – v.12

2. He saw this as an opportunity to take revenge

3. When David heard of the conspiracy, he ran away 

IV. The effects  on king David – 2 Sam.15:23

1. King left his throne.

2. He left in haste without shoe, mark of untold pain.

Remember that God had sworn that the throne of David is for ever (2 Sam. 7:12-16)! So a million Ahitophel could not stop that prophecy!

3. What David feared most was not Absalom his son, but his greatest fear was the “wise Ahitophel! Why? (Check 2 Sam.16:23; Ps.41:9; 55:12-14, 20-21).

4. David prayed a simple but fervent prayer- 2 Sam.15:31

5. God responded to David’s prayer

· Because of His earlier covenant with David – 2 Sam. 7:12-16

· Because only God’s counsel shall stand (Job 5:12; Ps. 33:11; Pro.19:21; Isa.7:7; 46:10).

V. The Advice of Ahitophel (2 Sam.16:20, 21; 17:1-4)

1. God frustrated the counsel of Ahitophel with Hushai’s advice v.5ff

2. When Ahitophel’s advice was not followed, he hanged himself (v.23).

VI. Concluding challenges.
