FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, AHMADU BELLO WAY, KADUNA

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY. MAY 27, 2009.

TOPIC:  THE THIRD COMMANDMENT: REVERENCE
TEXT:  Exodus 20:7

INTRODUCTION: Our study this week focuses on the third commandment. The third commandment teaches us to avoid all wrong use of God’s Name, to treat His Name with the greatest respect, and to make it our deliberate purpose to honour and reverence Him.

1. The Special Use of the word “Name” in the Bible (Ex. 3:13-15; 34:5, 6)
a. God’s Name proclaims and reveals His characteristics and all that He is and all He does.
b. God’s Name is linked with His attributes and characteristics. This is illustrated in the Psalms: Righteousness (Ps.89:15, 16); Faithfulness (Ps.89:24); Salvation (Ps.96:2); Holiness (Ps.99:3, 4); goodness (Ps. 100:4,5) Mercy (Ps. 109: 21), etc.
2. Ways in which God’s Name is used wrongly.
a. Perjury: Taking an oath in the Name of God and then uttering falsehood-(Lev. 19: 12; Num. 30:2; Deut.6:13; Ps. 15: 4; Zech.5:4)
b. When you make a vow in God’s Name you never intend to keep- Deut.5:11

c. Rash and unnecessary swearing- e.g. Gehazi, 2 Kings 5:20; Jephthah, Judges 11:31.
d. Unnecessary and irreverence use of God’s Name in ordinary conversation- e.g. Sarah, Gen.16:5; Matt.7:21-23.

e. Offering religious worship while living a godless life (Mal.2:13-16; Isa.29:13; Prov.30:9;e.g. Absalom, II Sam. 15:7,8,12).
3. Ways by which we honor and reverence God’s Name. 
a. Praise and Thanksgiving (Joel 2:26; Ps.54:6)

b. Meditation and study (Malachi 3:16).

c. Love for His Name and being jealous for His interest (Ps.5:11; 69:9; John 2:17).
d. Carefulness (Ps. 89:7; Heb.12:28, 29).

e. Obedience (Micah 4:5).

f. Prayer (Psalm 99:6)
g. Confidence (Ps.52:9)

h. Evangelism (Isaiah 12:4)

i. Truthfulness – We honour and reverence God’s name by being committed to complete truthfulness in every sphere for one of the main purposes of the third commandment is to prevent us ever calling upon God to confirm a lie (Ex. 20:7). God is truth (John 1:14; 14:6) and He calls us commitment to truth (Eph.4:25; 5:9; 6:14). 
(Rev. Banjo Ajao)
