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WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY APRIL 28, 2010

TOPIC:  THE MINISTRY OF ANGELS/ISE IRANSE AWON ANGELI
TEXT: Hebrews 1:14; Psalms 104:4

INTRODUCTION: In the last study, we have been able to establish the existence and the nature of the angels. We also noted that we should not underestimate the ministry of angels. The angels are real, and they are there to be our helpers in the time of trouble. Let us proceed to explore the mysteries surrounding these creatures called angels.
I. The Number of Angels: Angels seem to be innumerable (Rev.5:11; Heb.12:22).

1. The servant of Elisha saw the mountains full of chariots of fire round about Elisha and doubtless were angels (2 Kings 6:17).

2. Jesus spoke of being able to call for 12 legions of angels (3,000 to 6, 000 each)- Matt.26:53.
II. The Fall of Angels: 

1. Angels are described by our Lord as being holy (sinless and pure) – Mk. 8:38.
2. Angels as created beings were created holy – Luke 9:26; II Pet. 2:4; Jude 6.

3. On the basis of 1 Tim. 5:21, (elect angels, inferring that these are now confirmed in holiness) we gather that God placed the angels on probation for a time. When the test came some defected and some maintained their innocence and were confirmed in their goodness (Ps. 89:7).

4. II Peter 2:4 speaks of the fall of angels. The actual test and time of the fall of angels is uncertain. There several guesses as to this:
· That they rebelled when satan tried to become like God – Isa. 14; Ezek. 28; Rev.12:7.

· That it was the sin of pride and disobedience.

· That it was the sin of cohabitation with women on earth – Gen.6:1-4

            On the basis of Matt.25:41, no.1 is the most likely answer.

5. As a result of there fall they are awaiting judgment – Jude 6. 

III. The Work of Angels

1. In Heaven – to honour, worship and serve the Lord God (Rev. 5:11-12; 8:3, 4).
2. On earth – running errands for the Lord
a. Showing Hagar a fountain – Gen.21:19.
b. Appearing before Joshua with a drawn sword –Joshua 5:13-15
c. Releasing chains from Peter – Acts 12:6-10.
d. Opening prison doors – Acts 12:10; 16:26.
e. Feeding, strengthening and defending God’s children – 1 Kings 19:5-8
3. To exercise God’s judgments and purposes:
a. To block Balaam’s pathway – Num.22:22.
b. To kill Herod, - Acts 12:23.
c. To gather sinful tares at the last judgment and burn them – Matt.13:41.
4. To guide believers: An angel guided Philip to meet the Ethiopian eunuch – Acts8:26.
5. To assist, protect and strengthen the believers:
a. Elijah in 1 King 19.
b. Daniel in the lion’s den, Dan.6:22
c. Jesus in Matt4:11; Luke 22:43.
6. They will accompany our Lord when He return – Matt.25:31; II Thess.1:7,8.
7. They take the Lord’s children to heaven at death – Luke 16:22.
8. The angels had a part in the giving of the law – Heb.2:2; Acts 7:53; Gal 3:19.
IV. The Superiority of Men Over Angels: Angels and our first parents were both created perfect, angels as spirit beings and Adam and Eve as human fleshly beings. However, in other ways we today are superior to angels:
1. Angels are not allowed to preach the Gospel – this ministry has been given to us.
2. Men will one day angels – 1 Cor. 6:3; Jude 6.
This great honour is indeed a glorious yet humbling thought for the redeemed. Wonderful as angels are we must never worship them – Rev.22:8, 9.
V. Conclusion

When the angels sinned the Lord did not provide a Saviour for them. How wonderful that He wonderful that he decided to die for the likes of us. Let us constantly thank God for the faithful, untiring ministry of guardian angels.
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