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WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY. JUNE 17, 2009.

TOPIC:  THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT: RESPECT FOR, AND SUBMISSION TO PROPER AUTHORITY
TEXT:  Exodus 20:12

INTRODUCTION: The aim of the fourth commandment is to teach us the general principle of paying respect to whom respect is due, and honour to whom honour is due by underlining the fundamental and specific responsibility children have to honour their parents, a responsibility which is at the very heart of a nation’s well-being.
I. The meaning of the word “honour”:

1. To honour our parents is to fix a right valuation upon their worth, causing us to revere them.
2. The honour we give to parents is to be a reflection of the honour we know we ought to give to God our heavenly Father (Mal. 1:6).

3. The honouring of parents is part of practical holiness (Lev. 19:2, 3).

II. The Duties of Children to their Parents.

1. Reverence and respect (Lev. 19:3; Prov.30:17; Prov. 20:20; Ex. 21: 15; Matt. 15:4; Gen. 47:7, 11, 12; I Kings 2:19, 20).

2. Demonstrate genuine love (Matt.10:37; Rom.12:9; Gen.46:29).

3. Obedience to their commands (Deut. 21:18; Eph.6:1; Col.3:20; 1 Kings 2:20; Prov. 1:8; 15:5).

4. Submission to their discipline (Heb. 12: 5-9; Prov. 3:11-12).

5. Faithfulness to their interests (Prov. 28:24; Prov.23: 24, 25).

6. Repaying the love, care and trouble they have given (1 Tim.5:4; Matt.15:1-6; Mk7:1-13).

(Discuss: To what extent should children submit to their children? Eph. 6:1; Acts 5:29; Matt.19:5, 6; Mk.10: 7, 8)
III.  The Responsibilities rightful submission of children to parents places upon the parents.

1. They are the first and foremost educators of their children (Prov. 4:1-4).

2. Manage their own households well (I Tim.3:4)

3. Discuss other things that parents should do to their children that will earn their honour and respect? – Prov. 23:22-25; 20:7; 25: 12, 13; Lk. 6:31.
IV.  Examples of obedience and disobedience
a. Obedience: Joseph- Gen.45:3, 9-13; 46:28-34; 47: 7, 27-31; 50; 1-14. Our Lord Jesus Christ- Luke 2: 51; John 19:26, 27.
b. Disobedience: Two sons of Eli- 1 Sam.2: 12, 25; 4: 11, 17. The Jews – Mark 7:1-13; Matt. 15:1-6.

V. Conclusion: This commandment is the application of a general Christian principle: we are to pay respect to whom respect is due, and honour to whom honour is due (Rom. 13:7; Mk12:17). Parents are the first authority we learn to respect and the pattern of submission we learn towards them influences our submission to all men (1 Pet.2:17). Charity begins from home. How obedient are you to this commandment.
