FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, AHMADU BELLO WAY, KADUNA

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY. JULY 15, 2009.

TOPIC:  THE SEVENTH COMMANDMENT: THE SANCTITY OF MARRIAGE (Part 2)
TEXT:  Exodus 20:14. “You shall not commit adultery.”
INTRODUCION:  The seventh commandment teaches the sanctity of marriage and by implication, forbids all impurity of thought, speech and behaviour.

I. God’s institution of Marriage
II. The Proper pattern of Behaviour in Marriage
(Continued from last Week)
III. The Sanctity of Marriage
1. At marriage two people become one (Matt. 19:5, 6; Mk.10:7, 8).
2. Marriage is for life, and this is the Lord’s ruling (Matt.19:9; Mk10:111, 12; Lk.16:18; I Cor. 7:10, 11, 39).

3. It is most intimate and sacred relationship which can exist between human beings, others are secondary to it (Gen.2:24; Eph.5:31).

4. It is the point at which adult children rightly recognize their independence of their parents, and enter into an oneness with a marriage partner (Mt. 19:5, 6; Mk.10:7, 8).
5. The marriage compact is permanent, and cannot be dissolved at the will of either of the parties (Matt.5:31, 32; 19:3-9; Mk10:2-12; Lk.16:18).
6. The union is properly dissolved only by the dearth of one of the parties (Matt.19:6; Mark 10:6).

7. Marriage is to be held in honour among all, and the marriage bed is to be undefiled-sexual act is a sanctuary sacred to the husband and his wife (Heb. 13:4).
8. The sanctity of marriage is underlined by the fact that it is made the symbol of the relationship between God and His people (Isa.62:5; cf. Hos. 2:14-23).

9. It is used to illustrate the union between the Lord Jesus Christ and His Church (Eph.5:22-33; Rev. 19:7, 9; 21:9).

IV. What it means to commit adultery
1. To commit adultery is to sin against God as well as against another human being (Gen.20:6, Rom.13:9) for it offends God’s law (Ex.20:14).

2. Adultery is the final expression of thoughts given place to in the heart and expressed in the eyes (Matt.5:28, 29).
3. Adultery is the putting asunder of those whom God has joined together (Matt.19:6; Mk. 10:9).

4. If a man arbitrarily puts away his wife and marries another, he commits adultery, likewise the wife (Matt.19:9; Mk10:11, 12; Rom.7:3).
5. To fail to recognize the sanctity of marriage is to bring God’s judgment upon the individual (Heb.13:4).

6. Divorce is contrary to the whole purpose of God in marriage Mk.10:1-12; cf.Gen.12:17-20), and its sinfulness should remind men and women of the seriousness of marriage before they embark upon it (Matt.19:10).
V. Conclusion: The implications of this commandment in regard to personal purity.
1. The commandment forbids all impurity of thought, speech and behaviour (Matt.5:27-30; Eph.5:4).
2. To fix our eyes upon a person of the opposite sex with lascivious desire is adultery of the heart (Matt.5:27-28).

3. The will of God is our sanctification which means abstaining from all forms of sexual immorality (I Thess. 4: 3).

4. Every one of us is to learn to control his or her body, keeping it pure and treating it with respect, and never regarding it as an instrument for self-gratification (IThess.4:5).

5. The calling of God is not to impurity but to the most thorough purity, and anyone who makes light of the matter is not making light of a man’s ruling but of God’s commandment (I Thess.4:8)

6. Christians in particular must preserve their chastity because their bodies have become the temples of the Holy Spirit (I Cor. 6:15, 19).
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