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WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY. JULY 8, 2009.

TOPIC:  THE SEVENTH COMMANDMENT: THE SANCTITY OF MARRIAGE
TEXT:  Exodus 20:14. “You shall not commit adultery.”
INTRODUCION:  The seventh commandment teaches the sanctity of marriage and by implication, forbids all impurity of thought, speech and behaviour.

I. God’s institution of Marriage
1. Marriage is a divine institution (Gen. 2:18-24)
2. One of God’s purposes is procreation and fruitfulness (Gen.1:28; Ps. 127:3, 5)
3. The other equally important purpose of marriage is support and help that marriage partners are able to give one another (Gen.2:20-22).
4. In marriage there are cares and distractions, and can in some measure bringing divided loyalties to God (1 Cor.7: 32-34).
5. Because of the kingdom’s interests, one can forego the privilege and joys of the marriage (Matt. 19:11, 12; 1 Cor.7:7)
6. Marriage is a relationship limited to this life (Matt.22:30; Mk. 12:25; Lk. 20:35)
II. The Proper pattern of Behaviour in Marriage
1. The natural aim of marriage partners are to please one another (1 Cor. 7:32-34).
2. The passion of lust is not to characterize the sexual relationship within marriage but rather holiness and honour (1Thess. 4:4,5), with a proper recognition of the other partner’s conjugal rights (1 Cor.7:3).
3. The marriage relationship is to be modeled upon that between the Lord Jesus Christ and His /church: the husband is to love, protect and cherish his wife as himself; and wife to love honour and obey her husband (Eph. 5: 21-30).
4. The secret of happy marriage is that neither party should demand his or her rights but each other should give to other appropriate love and service willingly and freely (Eph.5:22, 25).
5. Marriage partners need to appreciate the real nature of their oneness, and its mystery, which means understanding that to hurt one’s partner is to hurt oneself (Eph.5:28-30).
6.  The marriage couple are to find joy in one another, and to keep strictly to one another; they are each other’s cistern from which alone they are to drink (Prov. 5:15, 18, 19).  (To be continued.)
III. The Sanctity of Marriage
IV. What it means to commit adultery
V. Conclusion: The implications of this commandment in regard to personal purity.
