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WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY, NOVEMBER 4, 2009.

TOPIC: FEAR OF THE LORD [IBERU OLUWA]
TEXT: Hebrews 12:28-29

INTRODUCTION: One of the key realities in walking the Christian walk is the fear of the Lord. Many are talking about the fear of the Lord and are not walking in the fear of the Lord. The result is the decay we see in all places in our society. This is a vast subject. However, for some weeks, we shall attempt to see what the Holy Spirit would like to teach us. But today, we shall examine what it really mean to fear the Lord, why we need to fear the Lord, benefits of fearing the Lord, and so on.
I. What is the “Fear of the Lord?” (Let us discuss).
 Many definitions have been offered:
1. It is reverence for God that leads to obedience because we realize His power and love.
2. It is reverence for God as the controlling motive of life. Holy desire to please Him because of reverence for who He is and a wholesome dread of displeasing Him.
3. It is a sense of solemn responsibility to Almighty God.
4. It is a quick obedience to all we know to be the will of God. 
5. It is a God-given attitude that enables us to respect God’s authority, worship His Holiness, obey His commands, and turn from evil.
6. It is holy affection and reverence by which the child of God bends himself humbly and carefully to the Father’s law. His wrath is so bitter, and His love so sweet, that the child has an earnest desire to please Him.
7. It is holy affection worked in the soul by God whereby it is inclined and enabled to obey all God’s commands, even the most difficult, and to hate and avoid evil.
8. It is to love Him, honour Him, and seek to please Him in all we do.
9. It is to pay Him humble, child-like reverence, walks in His laws, have respect for His will, tremble to offend Him, hasten to serve Him, fear Him and nothing else (Spurgeon).
10. It is to be unmoved by anybody or anything but God.
The fear of the Lord must be positive because:

1. God favours those who fear Him –Psalms 147:11.

2. Jesus delighted in the fear of the Lord – Isaiah 11:1-3

3. God puts it in our hearts to keep us turned toward Him – Jer. 32:40.

4. It is in heaven and mentioned parallel with glorifying God – Rev. 14:7; 15: 4.

II. Why Fear the Lord? 
[To be continued]
