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WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY. JUNE 24, 2009.

TOPIC:  THE SIXTH COMMANDMENT: RESPECT FOR LIFE
TEXT:  Exodus 20:13. “You shall not murder.”
INTRODUCION:  The sixth commandment is on another vital truth we need to seriously consider. It is about the sanctity of life. This commandment condemns murder, which is the deliberate, malicious and unlawful taking of life. It teaches us the sanctity of human life which, as a gift from God, is to be neither violated nor threatened, whether by actions, threats, motives or words.
I. The Sacredness of human’s life (Gen.2:7; 4:15; 9:6; Matt. 16:26; Mark 8:37; John 15:13; John 10:10, 28; Rom.5:21).
II. Murder violates God’s commandment.
a. It violate the command of God (2 Sam.12:9; Rom.13:9; Acts 17:26).

b. It can not be concealed from God (Prov. 6:16, 17; Isa.26:21; Jer.2:34; Gen.4:10).
III. What give rise to Murder? (Attitudes and Emotions).
a. Anger (Matt.5:21-26; Ps. 124: 3; Gal.5:20; Amos 1:11; Eccl.7:9; Insult- Matt.5:22, Gen. 49:6). Any different between anger and malice? (Eph.4:26, 27; I John3:15).
b. Hatred: Synonymous with darkness (I Jn.2:9); Distorts our perspective (I Jn. 2:11); murder is the fruit of hatred (IJn. 3:15); Murder start from the heart and then completed by action (Gen.4:5, 8; Acts 9:1, 4,5; 22:4, 7: 26:10). 
Mention and discuss many other ways by which we murder others.

Is there any exception to taking of human life which is not infringement to this commandment?

1. The use of capital punishment (Gen. 9:6;  Rom.13:1-7; 1 Pet.2:13-17; Acts 25:11)
2. The lawful defensive war (Judges 5:23; 1 Sam. 15:2, 3)
3. Accidental killing (Deut. 19:5)

4. Self-defense (Exod.22:2)

IV. Punishment for Willful Killing (Gen. 9:6; Ex 21:12; Lev. 24:17; Num. 35:16; 35:31; De 19:11; Pr 28:17
V. The Implication of this commandment

1. We must love our neighbours by protecting and preserving his/her life (Lk. 10:25-37).

2. The opposite of murder is self-sacrificing love (1 Jn.3:11-18; Phil. 2:5-8; 1Pet.2:21-25).

3. We need to guard our hearts to avoid breaking this commandment (Prov.4:23; Matt.5:21-26).

4. We should never let the sun go down on our anger (Eph.4:26), or any other matter in heart.
5. Human relationships matter to God (1Jn.4:21; 5:1).

6. Attitudes and works recognized as incitements to murder are to be recognized by the Christian as belonging to his old life, and are to be put away, e.g. bitterness, anger, clamour, slander, and malice (Eph.4:31; Col.3:5; cf. 1 Pet.2:1).

VI. Conclusion: Resolve to keep the sanctity of life by constantly obeying the sixth commandment.
