	

	Motivations for Giving 

Matthew  6: 33 - 33

1. ACKNOWLEDGE AND RELY ON God as the source of all things. He owns everything and every good gift comes from His hand. (I Cor. 10:26) "The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it." Jesus said, "But, seek first His kingdom and His righteousness and all these things will be added to you." 

2. REPENT of any unwholesome attitude toward money or possessions. (James 5:3) "You have hoarded wealth in the last days... the cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord Almighty. You have lived on earth in luxury and self-indulgence."

3. INVEST IN CHRIST’S KINGDOM. Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds and to be generous and willing to share. In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age. (I Tim. 6:17-19)

4. AVOID PRIDEFUL ATTITUDES. "You say I am rich, I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing. but you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich.’ (Rev. 3:17,18)

5. AVOID FEARFUL ATTITUDE. Paul wrote, "And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus." (Phil. 4:19)

5. DEVELOP WHOLESOME ATTITUDES TOWARD THE POOR. "And now brothers, we want you to know about the grace of God has given the Macedonian churches. Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. For I testify that they gave as much as they were able and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints. And they did not do as we expected but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God’s will." (2 Cor. 8:1-5)

6. INVEST BOUNTIFULLY AND EXPECT TO REAP BOUNTIFULLY. "Remember, whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all thigns at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. As it is written, He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor; his righteousness endures forever." Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. (2 Cor. 9:6-11)

7. AVOID STORING UP TREASURES ON EARTH AS IT IS SELF-DESTRUCTIVE. Jesus said, "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven where moth and rust do not destroy and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also." (Matt 6:19-21)

8. FEAR GOD. "Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me. But you ask, How do we rob you? In tithes and offerings, You are under a curse - the whole nation of you - because you are robbing me. Bring the whoel tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this, says the Lord Almighty, and see if I will not pour out so much blessings that you will not have room enough for it... then all nations will call you blessed for yours will be a delightful land." (Mal. 3:8-12)

9. KNOW GOD ANSWERS PRAYER, BLESSES AND MULTIPLIES GIVERS TO HIS KINGDOM’S PURPOSES. 
"Is it not to share your food with the hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter... then you will call and the Lord will answer; you will cry for help and he will say Here am I. If you do away with the yoke of oppression and with the pointing finger and malicious talk and if you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry and satisfy the needs of the oppressed then your light will rise in the darkness and your night will become like the noonday. The Lord will guide yo always; he will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land and will strengthen your frame. You will be like a well-watered garden like a spring whose waters never fail. Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins and will raise up age-old foundations. You will be called repairer of the broken walls. Restorer of streets with dwellings." (Isa 58:7-12)


