



WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY, JANUARY 13, 2010

TOPIC: HANNAH: GOD’S PURPOSE IN BARRENNESS

TEXT: 1SAMUEL 1:1-18.

Introduction:

I. BARRENESS

A. A common physical problem among women

B. Barren - unfruitful, unproductive, childless,

C. Barren women in scripture

-Sarah, Rebekah, Rachel, Minoa’s wife, Hannah, Elizabeth

D. The disgrace of a woman being barren:-It is hard for us to imagine how  

     devastating these events would have been for the childless wife. 
E. There are many things people would do to cure barrenness

-fertility foods (mandrakes - love apples), fertility figurines, amulets, fertility goddesses, handmaid, adoption

-people use fertility drugs today

II. GOD HAS A PURPOSE IN BARRENESS

A. The word barren could be applied in other ways

-the barren ground –(II Ki 2:19).

-spiritual condition –(Deut 7:14 )
B. God cares about the barren and wants them to bear fruit

-God’s kingdom is not a dead, dry, barren place it is a place of  growth and fruitfulness –(2 Pet 1:8)
C. God shut up Hannah’s womb (5)

-there are times when God will purposefully allow us to go through barren places  (-Hezekiah - 2 Chr 32:31).

D. There are many times when we may feel we have crossed into a place  

      of spiritual barrenness

-we may battle many feelings - discouragement, despair, anger,

-we feel unproductive, unfruitful, nothing is happening

-this leads us to feel that we are no good, have no use, no purpose

-God is wanting to use the experience to accomplish something

1. TO CREATE A SUPERNATURAL HUNGER

A. The barren want a baby more than anything, barrenness creates hunger (-Prov 
     30:15-16). 

B. Hunger is the key to growth, hunger causes the newborn baby to cry out for food

C. Those who hunger and thirst shall be filled –(Matt.5:6)
2.  TO CREATE A DESIRE TO SEEK GOD

A. The barren would spend a lot of time praying and seeking God

B. The person who served the Lord and put no confidence in other things would begin

     to cry out to God and seek His blessing and favor (-Gen 25:21; -Gen 30:22).
C. -v10

D. 2 Chr 7:14

3. TO CAUSE US TO BECOME GOD CENTERED IN OUR PRAYING

A. The barren would seeking God but for their own reasons

     -the barren may have wanted a baby to get rid of their shame and humiliation (6-7)

B. Many times we may have a selfish motive behind our prayer (James 4:3)
C. Hannah began wanting a baby for a higher purpose - (11)

D. There comes a time when we begin to say, "God, this is not for me but it’s for you"

4. TO BRING ABOUT GOD’S ULTIMATE PLAN

A. There was a spiritual problem in Israel

B. God answered her prayer but not just so she could have a baby

C. God needed someone special He could work through - God needed a prophet

D. God allowed a time of barrenness in Hannah’s life to bring about a greater blessing

     than she could ever imagine (27-28)

E. You may go through a time of barrenness in order for God to bring about the right

     circumstances and atmosphere for his ultimate plan to come to pass

F. God said he would never leave us so let those times of barrenness stir up your   

     Hunger.
III. CONCLUSION: Have you discover God’s purpose in your trial and troubles?
