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WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY, OCTOBER 14, 2009.

TOPIC: BACKSLIDING: SPIRITUAL DECLINING [JIJO-AJOREYIN NINU EMI]

TEXT: GALATIANS 4: 8-11

INTRODUCTION: One of the evils of the latter days is the spirit of backsliding. This spirit is grievously affecting many believers. Today, we shall learn what the Bible has to say so that we will be on the look out and possibly adjust ourselves. May the Spirit of God give us understanding. Amen.
I. What is spiritual decline or Backsliding? [Kini itumo JiJo-Ajoreyin ninu emi]
1. It is the Christian ceasing to make every effort to progress in holiness and obedience – 2 Pet. 1:5ff.

2. It is the turning of the heart away from God so that the heart is not wholly true to God (I Kings 11:4, 9).

3. It is deal faithlessly with the Lord and to serve two masters (Hos.5:7; Matt. 6:24).
4. It is the abandonment of the first love for Christ (Rev. 3:20).
II. How spiritual decline looks like [Bi a tile daa mo bi a ba n jo ajo-reyin ninu emi].
1. It all begins with the thoughts led astray from a sincere and pure devotion to Christ (II Cor. 11:3).
2. Little by little the private aspects of Christian life-such as private prayer-are neglected (Jas.4:2; Luke 18:1).
3. Loosing interest in attending worship services/fellowships (Ps.84:10; Heb.5:11, 12; 10:25).

4. Loosing ability to discern good from evil in everyday situation of life (Heb.5:14).

5. When you begin to compromise (Jas.1:6-8; Gal.5:9).
6. When you become completely ineffective and unfruitful spiritually (IIPet.1:8).
III. The causes of spiritual decline or Backslide [Awon Okunfa ajoreyin ninu emi].
1. Giving in to unrepented and unconfessed sin (Ps.51:3, 4; Gal. 6:1).
2. Love of the world (Lk.8:14; Rom.12:2; II Tim.4:10; I John2:15-17; Jas. 4:1-3; Rev.3:4).
3. Discouragement through the power of unbelief (Heb.6:9-20).
4. Self-assurance-instead of self-distrust and trust in christ (Prov.16:18; Mark 14: 29, 31; I Cro.10:12).
5. The pursuit of false and unworthy ambitions (Jas.4:3)
6. A lack of self-examination (I Cor.11:31).
IV. The Consequences of spiritual decline or Backslide [Awon Ayorisi Jijo-Ajoreyin ninu emi.]

1. It grieves the Holy Spirit (Eph.4:30).
2. It makes the Christian good-for-nothing or useless in fulfilling God’s purpose in the world (Matt.5:13).
3. It removes the joy of God’s salvation (Ps.51:12).
4. The sense of God’s presence is lost (Num.14:43; Isa. 59:2, 9-11).
5. The ability to teach others the way of God is lost (Ps.51:13).
6. All kinds of sins may follow (Prov.14:14; Isa. 1:5-6; Hos.4,5:7).
7. The backslider may find himself so carried away that he discovers himself to be contending for the world against God (Judges 6:28-32).
8. It brings the believer under the displeasure of God (Ps.78:57, 59).
9. It brings the discipline and judgement of God (Hos.11:5-7).
10.  It brings reproof and chastisement from Christ (Rev. 3:19).
V. Conclusion/Ipari: Check yourself. Are you already declining spiritually? There is hope of restoration for you if you can retrace your step.
